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This list of fiction and nonfiction books, compiled by Bianca Laureano, disability scholar and
activist, provides a range of perspectives on the issues raised by the POV documentary Eat Your
Catfish.

When a circus tent goes up outside his Oakland apartment, a disabled filmmaker launches into a
meditative journey exploring the history of freakdom, vision, and (in)visibility. Shot from the director's
physical perspective —mounted to his wheelchair or handheld — I Didn't See You There serves as a
clear rebuke to the norm of disabled people being seen and not heard.
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ADULT NON-FICTION
Blansett, Kent. A Journey to Freedom: Richard Oakes, Alcatraz, and the Red Power Movement. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2020.
Historian Kent Blansett offers a transformative and new perspective on the Red Power movement of
the turbulent 1960s and the dynamic figure who helped to organize and champion it, telling the full
story of Oakes’s life, his fight for Native American self-determination, and his tragic, untimely death.
This invaluable history chronicles the mid-twentieth-century rise of Inter Tribalism, Indian Cities, and a
national political awakening that continues to shape Indigenous politics and activism to this day.

Clare, Eli. Exile and Pride: Disability, Queerness, and Liberation. Durham, NC: Duke University
Press, 2017.
First published in 1999, the groundbreaking Exile and Pride is essential to the history and future of
disability politics. Eli Clare's revelatory writing about his experiences as a white disabled genderqueer
activist/writer established him as one of the leading writers on the intersections of queerness and
disability and permanently changed the landscape of disability politics and queer liberation. With a
poet's devotion to truth and an activist's demand for justice, Clare deftly unspools the multiple
histories fromwhich our ever-evolving sense of self unfolds. His essays weave together memoir,
history, and political thinking to explore meanings and experiences of home: home as place,
community, bodies, identity, and activism. Here readers will find an intersectional framework for
understanding howwe actually live with the daily hydraulics of oppression, power, and resistance. At
the root of Clare's exploration of environmental destruction and capitalism, sexuality and institutional
violence, gender and the body politic, is a call for social justice movements that are truly accessible to
everyone. With heart and hammer, Exile and Pride pries open a window onto a world where our whole
selves, in all their complexity, can be realized, loved, and embraced.

Dunhamn, Jane, Jerome Harris, Shancia Jarrett, Leroy Moore, Akemi Nishida, Margaret Price,
Britney Robinson, and Sami Schalk. Developing and Reflecting on a Black Disability Studies
Pedagogy: Work from the National Black Disability Coalition. Disability Studies Quarterly, 2015.
This collection of writing has grown from the work of the National Black Disability Coalition (NBDC),
led by Jane Dunhamn and Leroy Moore. The NBDC was founded to advance knowledge about Black
disability, both in the US and throughout the African Diaspora. The organization's mission statement
is, in part, "to create a space for inquiry within universities that brings together faculty and students
[… ] to consider Black disability issues within broad-based social, cultural and historical contexts."1
Elaborating on this mission, in a speech at Temple University in March 2015, coalition co-chair Jane
Dunham stated that, among our most important tasks, is to put out a call to action to Black students
with disabilities, so that they can lead the next wave of change. This collection of writings is offered in
the spirit of that call, and includes a collaboratively-authored Black disability studies (hereafter Black
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DS) syllabus, as well as reflections frommembers of the Coalition on their experiences of teaching and
learning in Black DS classrooms.

Fujino, Diane C., and Robyn Magalit Rodriguez, eds. Contemporary Asian American Activism:
Building Movements for Liberation. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2022.
In the struggles for prison abolition, global anti-imperialism, immigrant rights, affordable housing,
environmental justice, fair labor, andmore, twenty-first-century Asian American activists are speaking
out and standing up to systems of oppression. Creating emancipatory futures requires collective
action and reciprocal relationships that are nurtured over time and forged through cross-racial
solidarity and intergenerational connections, leading to a range of on-the-ground experiences.
Bringing together grassroots organizers and scholar-activists, Contemporary Asian American Activism
presents lived experiences of the fight for transformative justice and offers lessons to ensure the
longevity and sustainability of organizing. In the face of imperialism, white supremacy, racial
capitalism, heteropatriarchy, ableism, andmore, the contributors celebrate victories and assess
failures, reflect on the trials of activist life, critically examine long-termmovement building, and
inspire continuedmobilization for coming generations.

Kramer, Larry. The Normal Heart. New York: Samuel French, 1985.
A searing drama about public and private indifference to the AIDS plague and oneman's lonely fight to
awaken the world to the crisis, The Normal Heart was based on Kramer's real-life experience.
Produced to acclaim in New York, London and Los Angeles, the play centers on NedWeeks, a gay
activist enraged at the indifference of public officials and the gay community. While trying to save the
world from itself, Ned confronts the personal toll of AIDS when his lover dies of the disease.

Harris, De’Shaun L. Belly of the Beast: The Politics of Anti-Fatness as Anti-Blackness. Berkeley, CA:
North Atlantic Books, 2021.
Da’Shaun Harrison–a fat, Black, disabled, and nonbinary trans writer–offers an incisive, fresh, and
precise exploration of anti-fatness as anti-Blackness, foregrounding the state-sanctionedmurders of
fat Black men and trans and nonbinary masculine people in historical analysis. Policing,
disenfranchisement, and invisibilizing of fat Black men and trans and nonbinary masculine people are
pervasive, insidious ways that anti-fat anti-Blackness shows up in everyday life. Fat people can be
legally fired in 49 states for being fat; they’re more likely to be houseless. Fat people die at higher rates
frommisdiagnosis or nontreatment; fat women are more likely to be sexually assaulted. And at the
intersections of fatness, Blackness, disability, and gender, these abuses are exacerbated.

Nelson, Alondra. Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical
Discrimination. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2013.
Alondra Nelson recovers a lesser-known aspect of The Black Panther Party’s broader struggle for social
justice: health care. Nelson argues that the Party’s focus on health care was practical and ideological
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and that their understanding of health as a basic human right and its engagement with the social
implications of genetics anticipated current debates about the politics of health and race.

Pickens, Therí Alyce. Black Madness :: Mad Blackness. Duke University Press, 2019.
In Black Madness :: Mad Blackness Therí Alyce Pickens rethinks the relationship between Blackness
and disability, unsettling the common theorization that they are mutually constitutive. Pickens shows
how Black speculative and science fiction authors such as Octavia Butler, Nalo Hopkinson, and
Tananarive Due craft newworlds that reimagine the intersection of Blackness andmadness. These
creative writer-theorists formulate new parameters for thinking through Blackness andmadness.

Piepzna-Samarasinha, Leah Lakshmi. Care Work Dreaming Disability Justice. Vancouver: Arsenal
Pulp Press, 2018.
In their new, long-awaited collection of essays, Lambda Literary Award-winning writer and longtime
disability justice activist and performance artist Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha explores the
politics and realities of disability justice, a movement that centres the lives and leadership of sick and
disabled queer, trans, Black, and brown people, with knowledge and gifts for all. Leah writes
passionately and personally about creating spaces by and for sick and disabled queer people of colour,
and creative "collective access" -- access not as a chore but as a collective responsibility and pleasure
-- in our communities and political movements. Bringing their survival skills and knowledge from years
of cultural and activist work, Piepzna-Samarasinha explores everything from the economics of queer
femme emotional labour, to suicide in queer and trans communities, to the nitty-gritty of touring as a
sick and disabled queer artist of colour.

Schalk, Sami. Black Disability Politics. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2022.
In Black Disability Politics Sami Schalk explores how issues of disability have been and continue to be
central to Black activism from the 1970s to the present. Schalk shows how Black people have long
engaged with disability as a political issue deeply tied to race and racism. She points out that this work
has not been recognized as part of the legacy of disability justice and liberation because Black
disability politics differ in language and approach from themainstreamwhite-dominant disability
rights movement. Drawing on the archives of the Black Panther Party and the National Black Women’s
Health Project alongside interviews with contemporary Black disabled cultural workers, Schalk
identifies common qualities of Black disability politics, including the need to ground public health
initiatives in the experience and expertise of marginalized disabled people so that they can work in
antiracist, feminist, and anti-ableist ways. Prioritizing an understanding of disability within the context
of white supremacy, Schalk demonstrates that the work of Black disability politics not only exists but
is essential to the future of Black liberation movements.
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Wong, Alice, ed. Disability Visibility: First-Person Stories from the Twenty-First Century. New York:
Vintage Books, 2020.
One in five people in the United States lives with a disability. Some disabilities are visible, others less
apparent—but all are underrepresented in media and popular culture. Activist Alice Wong brings
together this urgent, galvanizing collection of contemporary essays by disabled people.

Young Lords Party. Palante! The Young Lords Party: Voices and Photographs of the Young Lords,
1969–1971. Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2011.
In 1969, a group of young Puerto Rican activists founded the Young Lords Party in New York City, taking
inspiration from the Black Panthers. Palante, the first book by and about the radical organization, is
brought back into print here with new introductory material. Capturing the spirit and actions of the
sixties movements, Palante features political essays by members, oral histories of their lives leading
into the party, andmore than seventy-five photos of their vibrant membership and actions.

Delve Deeper: I Didn’t See You There



BOOKS FOR YOUNGER LEARNERS

AND CHILDREN

Fritsch, Kelly, Anne McGuire, and Eduardo Trejos.WeMove Together. Chico, CA: AK Press, 2021.
A bold and colorful exploration of all the ways that people navigate through the spaces around them
and a celebration of the relationships we build along the way. We Move Together follows a
mixed-ability group of kids as they creatively negotiate everyday barriers and find joy and connection
in disability culture and community. A perfect tool for families, schools, and libraries to facilitate
conversations about disability, accessibility, social justice and community building.

Hammond, Tiffany, and Kate Cosgrove. A Day With NoWords. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2023. A
Day With NoWords is a colorful and engaging picture book for young readers shares what life can look
like for families who use nonverbal communication, utilizing tools to embrace their unique method of
"speaking."The story highlights the bond betweenmother and child and follows them on a day where
they use a tablet to communicate with others.

Pimentel, Annette Bay, and Ali Nabi. All the Way to the Top: How One Girl’s Fight for Americans with
Disabilities Changed Everything. Naperville, IL: Sourcebooks, 2020.
Diagnosed with cerebral palsy at birth, Jennifer Keelan grew up battling - and overcoming - the
limitations others set for her. From a lack of cutaway curbs and bus lifts to being denied enrollment at
her neighborhood school, Jennifer was continually blocked from living the life she wanted. But after
discovering the world of disability rights activism, she knew she had to use her voice to change things.
When Jennifer was just eight years old, she participated in the Capitol Crawl. The image of Jennifer
crawling up the steps of Capitol Hill went viral and helped pressure Congress into passing the
Americans with Disabilities Act. A powerfully illustrated biography of Jennifer's life and a celebration of
youth activism, this book will teach all children that they have the power to make a difference.
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